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Tte following are excerpt* from botes taken by Paul 3* Garvey in a briefing 
at the Palace Kay 6, 3*30 to 6t00 FH. Rotes were translated fron French, 


Presidential press secretary Khiem began the briefing which was later taken 
over by the President’s brother, Hgo Dinh Rhu, Present were five Anerioan corres- 
pondents, two British and one Vietnamese* 

Mr* talked at length on the situation within the Beroluti cnary Comdttee 
and the effect on the Ooasdttee of Trinh KLnh The ’a death* He described General 
The as a restraining force on the more radical elements within the Oonmdttee* 

He tered General The an idealist who was loyal to the Government and well-disciplined) • 
on the other hand, he indicated General Phuong is an opportunist. The resolutions 
which were presented to Diem on Thursday by the Revolutionary Oaadttee and by the 
Provincial Congress (States General) strengthened Diem’s hand vis a vis Bao Dai 
because the resolutions were given to Diem for his final approval, Khiem said, 
regarding the eventual disposition of Bao Dal, that it would probably be decided 
by a Rational Assembly, when that body is organised* 

Khiem stated that Diem probably will not make hie statement on the resolutions 
of the two c ommit tees until internal reaction can be determined, and probably will 
await the outcome of the Paris talks on Indochina, He said that the Palace is more 
optimistic today vis a vis its position with the Revolutionary Committee, In 
replying to a reporter's question on how Diem hopes to dispose of Bao Dai, Khiem 
p ai d he could not answer, but it was his own impression that a duly elected 
National Assembly has the right to decide whether or not Bao Dai remains as Chief 
of the Vietnamese State, Khiem said that the Revolutionary Committee would not 
be supported by Prance, Great Brit Ain, or the United States if it attempted any 
extreme measures. Be added that General Phuong would be without financial support 
if he reverted to the Sect front. 

At this point the briefing was taken ever by Ngo Dinh Rhu who said that 
newspaper reports that the Revolutionary Committee is in the hands of extremists 
is not so, but he added there are some dynaadsta in it, (Earlier Hr, Khiem 
described General Phuong, Son, and Lam as the dynamic elements of the Revolutionary 
Committee.) Rhu stated that the Government would have fears only of some provoca- 
tive action on the part of crypto-0 canonists, but he indicated he did not believe 
there were Gcrammists in the Committee • He said that every time such a body is 
formed, there are cries of ’’CoiaBunists’’ * 

Rhu expressed the feeling that agent provocateurs have influenced the French 
journalists* 
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Nhu said that today the full assembly of the Revolutionary group is 
finalising a resolution tq present to President Diem* He said he believed it 
would be in mare diplomatic language than yesterday’s published resolutions. 

He attributed the softer language to more moderate elements of the Assembly, 
rather than to any change in attitude on the part of General Phuongof oil owing 
Phoong's talk with Diem late Thursday* Nhu revealed that the Revolutionary 
Qomndttee Thursday presented two sets of resolutions and asked Diem for guidance 
on which motion should be adopted and also asked him to be arbiter* Nhu said 
Diem refused* 

The Assembly’s final resolution Nhu felt sure would be more moderate* He 
declared that the Revolutionary Gonmlttee works from the assumption that Bao Sal 
is already deposed* Diem, he added, is faced with the problem of going against 
either the Revolutionary Oomaittee or the Provincial Congress (States General) 
in accepting the resolutions of one group or the other* This is based on the 
fact that 1) the Statee General Congress does not advocate taking away Bao Dai’s 
powsre until the National Assembly is formed, while 2) the Revolutionary 
Committee no longer reoognises Bao Dai as Chief of State* In reply to further 
questioning, he expressed belief that the toned-down Revolutionary Committee 
resolutions probably will adhere to its podtion that Bao Dai is sacked, but in- 
asmuch as they have no actual authority to relegate powers to Diem, they will 
express tt fullest confidence" in the Premier* 

Nhu then cited AFP reports that the United States favors a constitutional 
aonarohy for Vietnam* He said t hat this has aroused the indignation of everyone* 
He was asked if Bao Dai would be ousted in the very near future and his reply 
was yes, if Coununism is to be defeated the confidence of the people is required 
and that the people's confidence will be lacking as long as Bao Dai is in office. 
He was asked if the Presidency sought an explanation from the United States 
Embassy on the constitutional monarchy issue aid he replied that it had received 
a denial from t he Embassy* (Later he said that Mr* Khiem had received this 
denial fTom USIS*) 

In reply to other questions on the subject, Nhu denied that Malcolm MacDonald 
had said (in the palace?) that Vietnam should have a constitutional monarchy* 

He said there was a report that MaoDonald talked with Qu&t and that MacDonald 
agreed with Quat that Bao Dai should be saved* MacDonald allegedly suggested 
collection of signatures asking for return of Bao pai* 

In replying to another question dealing with the United States, Nhu said 
he hoped the United States publio would catch up on the subjeot in Vietnam* 

He said all Ibibassies have a tendency to frequent Vietnamese notables who were 
prominent under the French and who have since been passed by, thus restricting 
their outlook* (He noted that Bao Dai called a council of advisers to Germed 
and named several as "political cadavers*") He said that embassies see only 
people whoee opinions are anachronistic* 
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The United States, NhU said in reply to another question , should keep in 
riev its basic aim is to Tight Communism and that the wishes of the people are 
necessary in that fight* He expressed the hope that the United States •'does not 
go backward •" lie was asked for examples of embassies 1 dealings with persons 
whose opinions might be biased* Nbu said he thinks that the United States 
Eabassy dose its best to keep up with events but that it ie besieged by the 
French and antediluvian individuals who present events in the blackest of light* 
For exanple, he cited the General Hinh affair when the US Embassy was told the 
wrong result would present a bleak outlook* (Hotel Presume Nhu speaking of 
last year's Hinh incident*) He also cited the current plash with the Binh Xuyen 
in which he said General Ely told the United States if there were s change in 
the surete ooranand the situation would blow up and would result in death and 
destruction, also that the National Aray was unreliable, influenced US thinking* 

Question of whether Nationalist troops would attenpt to take the Surete 
Headquarters on rue Oatinat* He said the building is in the French Zone and it 
is up to the French to solve the problem* He added that the Binh Xuyetl ware 
declared outlaws and it ie up to the French whether they are protector $ of outlaws • 
In the last analysis he said the Government would take steps, but declared he 
didn't think it would be come necessary re rue Oatinat Headquarters* Later in 
discussing the oleanup of Binh Xuyen farces he described It as a first step 
towards suppressing further rebel troops in the provinces* He said he believed 
the Hoa Hao were looking for means to corns to tarns with the Government* He said 
the Hoa Hao have not maintained ties with the Hinh Xuyen but that Soai sent 
two hundred troops to aid the Binh Xuyen* He added that the war against the 
Binh Xuyen was a very popular one and that it would be unfavorable to the other 
sects for them to be associated with the Binh Xuyen* ' 




Paul 8* Garvey/ev 
May 6, 1955 
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